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IDer 1, 1785, 


THE ANNUAL: REPORT OF THF 


LUNATIC ASYLUM erected at YORK; 


HE great expence attending the conveyance of Lunatics 
from the northern parts of this Kingdom to the Hoſpitals 


people, with a view to alleviate their diſtreſſes, as well as to remove 
a heavy and expenſive burthen from their pariſhes or families. And 


it will be neceflary to obſerve, that they were induced to plan and 
encourage this Inſtitution from the following conſiderations : 


5 1.—It is well known that no particular proviſion is made by 
law for Lunatics, the common pariſh work-houſes, and houſes of 
correction, being no ways proper for their reception, either in point 

of accommodation, attendance, or medical aſſiſtance. «= 


2.—That there are only two free Hoſ pitals in this Kingdom for the 


teception of Lunatics and experience has ſhewn that theſe humane 
charities are incapable of receiving and providing for the relief of 


all the unhappy objects who make application for admittance. 


3.—That many families, (in no mean circumſtances) through 


the heavy expence attending the ſupport of one object of this ſort, 


by doubled the load and loſs to the public. 


againſt, and preventing attempts of this kind. 


Faculty have but an imperfect knowledge; an Inſtitution, there- 


_—_—— 


11 
„ 


31 
* * 5 0 
Oo 5 „ 


x 


WE this deſign, was the aſſiſtance that might be given to many per- 
Ws of moderate circumſtances, who, labouring under the terrible 


: f ſylum under the public direction of men of principles and ho- 
| ir, where the patients might expect to meet with the moſt hu- 


g their fortunes. 
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me month, in order to take into conſideration a plan for the 
of diſtreſſed Lunatics. In conſequence of this notice, a moſt 
Wable meeting was held, when, after appointing his Grace the 

prd Archbiſhop of York to the Chair, a ſubſcription was 
for ereCting a ſuitable building for the reception of Lunatics, 


bed, and a Committee appointed to promote the views of 
Wribers, At this meeting it was propoſed that the benefits 
lum ſhould not extend beyond the Counties of York and 
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of Bethlem or St, Luke, with the uncertainty of their being received 
when preſented for admiſſion, induced ſome humane perſons to 
take into ſerious conſideration the miſerable ſtate of thoſe unhappy 


in order to diffuſe theſe tender feelings amongſt all ranks of people; 


have themſelves become the objects of charitable relief, and there- 


| 4.—That the moſt fatal acts of violence on themſelves, attendants; 
and relations, have often been occaſioned by the ſmalleſt delay in 
placing Lunatics under the care of perſons experienced in guarding 


\_ 5,—That Lunacy is a diſeaſe of which the Gentlemen of the 
fore, that promiſes to afford them an opportunity of enlarging their 
4< Id of practice, muſt be productive of much good to the Com- 


6.— The laſt, but not the leaſt, conſideration with the Promoters 


* fortune of an unſound mind, have no where to retire to but a 
ate Mad-houſe, a place often of cruel confinement, and generally 
more benefit to the Keeper than the patient. Thoſe perſons; or 
Wir relations, it was hoped, would gladly give the preference to 


We and diſintereſted treatment; and where they might have a 
e of being reſtored to their health and friends, without im- 


Preeable to this humane idea, an advertiſement was inſerted in 
Work News Papers on the 7th of Auguſt, 1772, inviting all 
fably diſpoſed perſons to meet at the Caſtle, on the 25th day of 


wm of two thouſand five hundred pounds was immediately 


With a ſhort Hiſtory of its Riſe and Progreſs, 


Nottingham; but at the ſubſequent General Meeting, it was unani- 


moully refolved, that the Charity ſhould be confined to no Diſtrict, 
but extend its arms to receive poor and afflicted Lunatics from 
every part of his Majeſty's Dominions. 


The firſt attention of the Committee was to inquire into the 
number of Lunatics within the three Ridings of the County of York, 
in order that ſome judgment might be formed of the number of 


thoſe unhappy perſons in the neighbouring Counties, that probably 


might claim the benefits of this humane Charity. The returns made 
were ſo numerous and alarming, that the Committee were induced 
to call a general meeting on the 3oth of July, 1773, when it was 


unanimouſly reſolved to deſire Mr. Carr to give in a plan of a 


building for the reception of Lunatics, with all the neceſſary con- 
veniences, and he was directed to conſtruct the Houſe in ſuch a 
manner that the body of it might contain ſixty- four patients, with the 


power of extending two wings backward upon any future occaſion. 


At a General Meeting held on the 25th of Auguſt, 177 3, Mr. 


Carr's plan was received and approved; and a Committee was 

_ Choſen with powers to purchaſe a piece of ground, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the City, for the erection of a building agreeable to the 
plan given in. On the 11th of March, 1774, a field of five acres, 

_ Contiguous to Bootham-Bar, was purchaſed for the ſum of eight 
hundred and twenty-eight pounds; and on the 12th of May follow- 
Ing the foundation of the building was laid. At this time the mo- 
ney ſubſcribed amounted to the ſum of five thouſand five hundred 
and ſixty pounds, which, with the other ſums expected to be ſub- 


ſcribed during the progreſs of the Building, was judged ſufficient 


for the purpoſes of finiſhing and furniſhing the Houſe for 1 
ception of patients. e 8 


In 1773, the Right Hon. the Dowager Counteſs Gower gave to. 


this Charity the ſum of five hundred pounds to be placed in the 
public funds, the intereſt of which is appropriated, by her Lady- 
| ſhip's orders, to the expences of the Houſehold, 


The unwearied attention of the Committee, during the infancy 


of this Charity, merits the higheſt commendations z and had it not 
been for their perſeverance, one of the moſt h 
would have been loſt to the public in general, and to the northern 1 5 
parts of this kingdom in particular. The Committee having exe- 


umane Inſtitutions 


cuted their truſt, it was agreed, that the future management of the 
Aſylum ſhould devolve upon Subſcribers of Twenty Pounds, or 


_ upwards, and who ſhould call themſelves | 


TRE GOVERNORS Or THE York LuxArie ASYLUM. 


The Governors, defirous of rendering the admiſſion of patients 


as eaſy to the friends of the unhappy ſufferers as poſſible, have, 


after due deliberation, reſolved to free themſelves from the incon- 
venient forms of ſimilar inſtitutions : And, agreeable to this idea, 


the following Reſolutions were made at a General Court held at 


the Aſylum, on the 28th day of Auguſt, 1784. 


ResoLveD, That this Charity ſhall receive all perſons labouring 
under an unſound mind, whether curable or incurable. 


REes0LveD, That each Governor ſhall be at liberty to recommend 
as many patients as ke may think proper. 


RxsoUvrb, That inſane perſons ſhall immediately be received 
into the Houſe, if preſented before ſun- ſet, provided their friends 
are willing to conform to the rules eſtabliſhed for the Admiſſion ot 


patients. But as ſome inconveniences may ariſe from the liberality 


of this reſolution, it is earneſtly recommended to the Governors to 


ſend notice of their intention a few days before the actual arrival of 
the patient, that every thing may be regularly and — pro- 


vided for his or her reception. 


Rtsorver; That, contrary to all other Inſtitutions of i kind, 
Women with child, labouring under an unſound mind, ſhall be re- 
ceived, upon ſecurity being given that the child ſhall nor become 
burthenſome to the aa in which the 88 ſtands. 


Res0LvED, That from this day all the patient in the Houſe, and 


ſuch as may hereafter be received, ſhall be claſſed according to 


their reſpective. circumſtances. 


CL ASS; E. S. 
1. Six Shillings per Week. 
2. Eight Shillings. 


CLASSES: 
3. Ten Shillings per week. 


"0 B. The above payments diſcharge Board, Lodging, Tea, 
Wathings and Medicines. 


Gib ed, That a FEATS ate 1 able be kept for ſuch patients as are 
rated above Eig kt Shillings per week, with the privilege of being 
admitted without certificates. 


Rxsolvxp, That! patients of the higher claſſes may be waited on 
by their own lervants, paying SIX OP per week tor their 


6 board and waſhing. 


| ResoLveD, That Eanatich, coming recommended as Pariſh 5 
Pont, ſhall be placed in the ſecond Claſs, except upon extraordinary 
occaſions; it being the intention of this Inſtitution to grant the 
greateſt relief to ſuch perſons as are in low and diſtreſſed circum- 
| ſtances, and e not e relief from cheir reſpective pariſhes. 


| Onvxrey, That the names of the Benefactors, together with the 


Legacies, and Contributions received at the annual Sermon, be 
recorded, from time to time, i xe the walls of e Noon 


At a Gegeral Court held « on the 23d 1 of Acad. 1785, the | 
following Refolurign was unanimouſly agreed to. 


Rx$SOLVED, That the payment of 3 claſs of patients be 


| lowered One Shilling per week, at the diſcretion of the viſitors, 


OrvineD, That the following be the forms o admiſſion. for all 


| patients whoſe e do not dete Eight Shillings per week. 


PI N. 5 
To the Goyznnoss of che Lonarie ASYLUM, 5 


The Prrrrion 8 
pariſh of 


on hs behalf df of the 
— in che county Of —— 


Sheweth, 
HAT in regard the ſaid - is a Lunatic, as appears by 


the annexed Certificates, your Petitioner prays that the ſaid 


may be admitted a Patient into the Aſylum, and your 
Petitioner will ever pray, &c. 17 


1 . the ſaid 138 may be admitted a Patient into the 
Aſylum, if a fit Obes: | | 


A Governor's Name, 


4 og 1 75 . 5 | 
CERTIFICATE of a Phyfician, Surgeon, or Apothecary, i 


| 4. Twelve Shillings and upwards. | 


mind 1s * 
* Hs expreſs the condition of the patient, Aker 8 f gt), 


F ee upon the admiſſion of all Datients, whole week y pay 
ments do not exceed Eight Shillings per weck, 


the expences of the funeral | in caſe of death; butt 
on the patient's leaving the Aſylum. - 


queathng a Ley. 


the GOVERNORS of the Lux ATi ASYLUM at Vor K; which ſaid ſum 


315 inſane W have been admitted. 


The Petitioner's Name. 


are requeſted to ſend their Donations to Meſſrs. GAR FORTH and Co] 
 Meflrs. CRourrox and Co. Bankers in York; or to Meſſrs. Mar 
TIN and Co. Meſſrs. Bolko, KexDailt, and Co. Bankers in 


CEnTIFICaTE of A. Miniſter ond Ct: 


&s rh wer, det, 


E whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, the 1 
Churchwardens of 


M. on 
the pariſh of in the 00 


do certify, to the beſt of our knowl 
is now. a Lunatic. That 
and became difordered in 
17 That legal ſettlement 1s in the 
Witneſs our l ands the day 3 


edge and bei q 
15 aged about — 
ſenſes ſomet! ime in the 


— mon it 


Par h v5 
17 


eee \ 


nter. 


9 


7 Nog nurchv 


arden 
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tended the Patient, | 


To the GoveRoss of the Loxatic Asyl bl. 


The underwritten. of the pariſh of 


of do certify that 
in the county of- 


in the counn 
of the pariſh of 


— 


1s a Lunatic, That — preſent {tare of 


Witneſs my hand the RL — day of. = 17 


7 ay -- 41 /1a9 ! 
ty, or melanchrly, 


 Onverey, That One Guinea be depoſited. in the þ 1nds of the 


5 in order to de tray 


O be returned 


RersoLvkb, That the following form be recommended for be 


Give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. the « 0 of ei 


upon truſt, and to the intent that they do pay the foe to the 


TREASURER, for the time being, of a Society who call themiclves 


of I deſire may be paid our of my perſonal eltate, and Ve 


7 towards carrying on the charitable deſign ol che laid 
Soclety. | | | 


STATE of the ASYLUM 


on the firſt of January, 1777, the Houſe was opened for the re- 
ception of patients, ſince which time to the firſt of September, 1783, 


Admitted fince the beginning inn — — 313 

Relieved — „„ 

ry Incurable, and removed by deſire of their friends 34 
Dead — | 25 


Remain in the Houle, Viz. 20 men and 2 3 women 1 43 =_ 
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WILLIAM PRESTON, Treaſurer. 
A. HUNTER, Phyſician. 
MICHAEL EASTBURN, Apothecary. 


Ladies and Gentlemen who are deſirous of promoting an InJ 
ſtitution, calculated to leſſen the number of private Mad-Houles, 
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: Sermon preached at the Church of St. Michael-le. Bel. 


frey, by the Rev. Dr. Scott, 1780. 


at a Sermon preached at the Church 
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of St. M ichae!-le-Bel. 


at a Sermon preached at the Church of St. 


trey, by the Rey. Dr, Robert Dealtry, . ate de. 
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